VACCINATION PROTECTION
Hep B (Hepatitis B)

Hepatitis B is a viral liver infection that affects about a third of the world’s population. The infection can cause vomiting and jaundice (yellowing of the skin). In some people, it may be a “silent” infection; in others, it can become chronic or lead to liver cancer.

Rotavirus

Rotavirus is the most common cause of severe vomiting and diarrhea in young children. It is one of many viruses that can cause the “stomach flu” and may contribute to severe dehydration in infants and young children. Daycare or school attendance increases the risk of exposure to this viral illness.

DTaP (Diptheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis)

Diptheria is a bacteria that causes an upper respiratory infection that involves severe swelling of the throat. Tetanus (also called “lockjaw”) is a bacteria that can cause severe muscle spasms that develop in the jaw that can extend to involve the rest of the body. The bacteria are commonly found outside, and may be a concern after puncture wounds from rusty nails or other metal. Pertussis (also called “whooping cough”) is a contagious bacteria that can cause uncontrollable, violent coughing spells. It is particularly harmful to infants, though teens and adults tend to be the most at risk for harboring and transmitting the disease.

HiB (Haemophilus Influenza, Type B)

HiB is a bacterial infection that can cause pneumonia and meningitis. It primarily affects children under 5 years of age. It can also lead to a life-threatening illness called “epiglottitis” which causes severe throat swelling and labored breathing in young children

IPV (Polio)

Poliomyelitis is a viral illness that can lead to partial or full paralysis. It is highly contagious and in some people affected, it may seem to have no symptoms. In others, they may symptoms similar to the flu.

PCV13 (Pneumococcus)

Streptococcal pneumoniae (or “pneumococcus”) is a common cause of bacterial pneumonia, blood infections, ear infections and meningitis in children under 5 years.
Influenza

Influenza (“the flu”) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by a virus that causes high fever, body aches, and cold symptoms. In some individuals (especially asthmatics and young children) it can lead to complications such as pneumonia. Because the strains of the flu virus that circulate in the community can change from year-to-year, this vaccine should be given once a year as it changes to protect against the most common strains.

MMR (Measles, Mumps, and Rubella)

Measles is a viral illness that causes fever, cold symptoms, and rash. However in some people it can lead to pneumonia and other life-threatening complications. Mumps is a viral illness that causes painful swelling of the salivary glands around the cheek and the jaw. Rubella (also called “German measles”) is a viral respiratory illness that can cause rash. It is generally mild in children. However, it can pass through a pregnant woman’s bloodstream to cause problems in an unborn fetus such as blindness, deafness, and mental retardation.

Varicella 

The Varicella Zoster virus causes “Chickenpox”, which is a contagious illness that causes cold symptoms and a very itchy rash. It can be particularly problematic in pregnant women or individuals with a low immune system. Complications of chickenpox include pneumonia, and “Shingles” (a painful illness that can develop many years after the initial chicken pox infection).

Hep A (Hepatitis A)

Hepatitis A is transmitted by contaminated food or water. In some individuals, no symptoms are noticed at all. In others, symptoms may include stomachache, diarrhea, jaundice (yellowing of the skin), and lingering fatigue lasting weeks to months.

Menactra (Meningococcus)

Neisseria meningitidis is a bacteria responsible for rapidly life-threatening meningitis and blood infections in children and adolescents.

For more information regarding these illnesses and vaccines (including the current recommended vaccine schedule), we recommend you consult the following websites for up-to-date medical information:
