Gwinnett Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine Vaccine Policy Statement

e Wafirmly belleve In the effectiveness of vaccines to prevant
serlous liinass and to save lives

o We firmly balieva in the safety of our vaccines.

«  We firmly ballava that all chlldren and young adules should
recalve all of the recommended vaccines according to the
schedule published by the Centers for Dlsease Control and
preventlon and the American Acadamy of Pedlatrics,

«  We firmly belleve, based on all avallable lirerature, evidence and
current studies, that vacclnes do not cause autism ar other
develapmental disabllitles, We flemly belleve that thimerosal, a
preservative that has been in vaccines for dacadas and ramains in
some flu vaccines, does not cause autlsm or other develapmental
dlsabilities

¢ Waflrmly believe that vaccinating chlldren and young adults may

be the singla most Important health-promating Intervention we

perform as health care providers, and that you can perform as
parents/caregivers, The recommendad vacelines and thelr
schedule given are the results of years and years of scientific
study and data gatharlng on milllons of children by thousands of
our brightest scientists and physicians,

These things being sald, we recognize that there has always been

and will likely always be controversy surrounding vaccination,

indeed, Benjamin Franklin, persuaded by his brother, was
opposed to smallpox vaccine until scientific data convincad him
otherwise. Traglcally, he had delayed Inoculating his favarite son

Franky, who contractad smallpox and died at the age of 4, leaving

Ben with a lifatime of gullt and remarse, Quating Me, Frankiin's

autoblography:

“In 1736, | lost one of my sons, o fine boy of four  years
old by the smallpox.. | long regretted bitterly, ond still  regret
that 1 hod not glven It to him by inoculation. This | mentian for the
soke of parents who omit that operation, on the suppesition that
they should never forgive themselves if o child dled under It, my
example showing that the regret may be the same either way, and
that, therefore, the safer should be chosen,”

Tha vaccine campaign s truly @ vigtim of its own success. It1s

precisely because vacclnes are 50 effective at preventing lllnass

that we are even discussing whethar they shauld be given.

Bacause of vaccines, many of you have never sean a child with

pollo, tetanus, whaoping caugh, bacterlal meningitls, or even

thickenpox, or known a friend or family member whose child died
of one af thesa diseases, Such succass can make us complacent
or even lazy about vaccinating. However, such an attitude, if it
becomes widaspread, can anly lead to traglc results.

Over the past several years, many people in Eucope have chosen

not to vaccinate thelr children with the MMR vacelna after

publicatian of an unfaunded suspleion (later retracted) that the
vaccine caused autlsm. As a result of under Immunization, there
have been small sutbraaks of measles and several deaths from
complications of measles in Europe aver the pase savaral years.

In addition, the CDC reparts an increasa In tha aumber of

measles cases in the United States.

We are making you aware of thase facts not to scare you or

coerce you, but to emphasize the impactance of vacelnating your

chitd, We recognize that the cholce may be a very emotional one
for some parents, We will do everything we can to convince yau
that vactinating according to the schedule is the right thing to do.
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However, Shauld you hava doubts, please discuss these with
your heplith care provider in advanca of your visit. In some cases,
wé may aiter the schedule to accommadate parental concern ar
reservations. Please be advised, howaver, that delaying or
“breaking up the vaccines” to glve one or two at a time over two
or more visits goas against expert recammendations, and can
put your child at risk for seclous illness (or even death) and goes
agalinst aur med(cal advice p3 providars at Gwinnett Padlatrics
and Adolescent. Such additional visits will require additional co-
©ay$ on your per.

Each time a racommended vaccine is refused or postponed, you
will be required to slgn the American Academy of Padlatrics
Refusal to vaceinate form.

As medical prafessianals, we feel very strongly that vaccinating
children an ¢chedule with currently available vaccines is
absolutely the right thing to da for all ehlidren and young adults,
Thank you foe your time in reading this policy, and please feel free
to dlseuss any questions of cancarn you may have about vaccines
with any one of us.
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